Homework


You should expect your child to have more homework this year than last year.  Your child will have to study harder this year than in previous years.  The curriculum is very challenging and your child will not do well if he/she does not study.  Your child’s teacher may provide study guides and help charts that are very helpful.

Homework is a practice that we, as fourth grade teachers, believe is an essential skill for our students.  We do not give homework as “busy” work or to “teach” a skill.


Homework serves a three-fold purpose.  First, it teaches students the responsibility of being prepared.  It also serves as a good practice activity for skills that need to be reinforced.  However, the most valuable aspect of homework is that it gets you, the parent, actively involved in your child’s learning.


Through homework you can see what we are working on in class.  You can spend valuable time with your child going over his/her work.  After checking your child’s homework, you then sign your child’s planner.  This lets us know daily that you are aware of what he/she has done for homework. Again, please do not sign your child’s planner until you have checked to see that it was done.  Also, do not sign the planner if there are any blank areas.  If we do not assign homework for a subject, then the student is to write “none” in the box.


Generally, homework is given only on Monday through Thursday nights.  Weekend assignments are rare, but occasionally necessary.  Homework is required to be handed in the next day, completed neatly in the child’s best handwriting.  If, when you check your child’s work, it is not neat, have him/her redo it until it is acceptable.  Some homework that is a daily requirement: read story and AR book nightly; spelling homework; math times tables and math from class; practice vocabulary words from each subject; and any additional work that is assigned by teachers.


Your child will do better in school if they are consistently doing homework.  It is up to you to help your child by setting aside an area for homework.


Please make it a daily practice to review your child’s homework with him/her and sign their planner.

Sincerely,

The Fourth Grade Team
