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Dear Parents,


Welcome back to another wonderful year at Wacona! It is a great pleasure to have your children in our classes this year and we look forward to working with you. Teamwork is the key to success and we are committed to establishing an open line of communication with you, your child, and other staff at this school. If you have any questions, problems, concerns, or comments please feel free to call and make an appointment to see us immediately. Your child is very important to all of us here at Wacona.


Fourth grade is an exciting and challenging time of learning for students. Some of the units that we have planned for this year include:

Math: place value, addition and subtraction, problem solving, rounding and estimation, measurement, multiplication and division, fractions and decimals, probability, geometry, mean and median, and prime and composite numbers

Please get or make some multiplication flash cards and practice with your child for a few minutes every day until the facts are memorized. Also, please try to review the addition and subtraction facts periodically. 

Science: weather, astronomy, ecology, sound, light and color, gravity, simple machines, and health

If your child is having any difficulty in this area please have your child read sections of the chapter that we are currently studying out loud to you, or you may want to alternate reading some portions to your child. Discuss the boldfaced words and ask the questions at the end of each section. 

Social Studies: Map and Globe skills, Regions of the United States, American Indians, Marco Polo and Explorers, Colonization, Causes of the Revolutionary War, History of the Constitution, Westward Expansion, Effects of the Industrial Revolution, Inventions, Economics, Civil War and problem solving

If your child is having any difficulty in this area please have your child read sections of the chapter that we are currently studying out loud to you, or you may want to alternate reading some portions to your child. Discuss the boldfaced words and ask the questions at the end of each section.
Language Arts: basic skills to include: ABC order, parts of a book, dictionary skills, sentence types, subjects and predicates, parts of speech, using different resources for a Guided Research Project.

Writing: We will be writing daily in all of the content areas. 

Reading: We will be reading various texts everyday including those from your child’s reading book and other grade level appropriate material, as well as continuing the Accelerated Reader program. As part of the new Georgia Performance Standards, your child will be responsible for reading 25 chapter books this year. Please make sure they are on track toward meeting that standard.

This year we will be focusing on individual goals for each nine-week grading period. Ask your child how many points they have earned and if they are close to meeting their goal for that grading period. We will have reading tests periodically on stories from the reading book (these may or may not be each week). Part of this test includes knowing the meaning of the vocabulary words from the story. Please practice for this test by calling out the definitions as well as checking for your child’s understanding of the story we are reading. Your child will also be responsible for projects, pop-quizzes and culminating activities that will be factored into their grade along with the regular reading tests.

Spelling: Some teachers will have a Spelling test every Friday. On Thursday nights you can help your child study by calling out the spelling word and having your child write the words as a practice test.


Please expect your child to have his/her homework assignments written in their planners/agendas every day and ask to see them each night so that you are aware of assignments. Be sure to sign them only after you have checked to see if he/she needs any assistance completing the assignments and that the assignments are done.  Please set up a regularly scheduled homework time and place. This is very important in establishing good study habits that will last throughout your child’s schooling.


We are also considering going on a field trip this year and may need your assistance in raising money. Please be patient with the many fundraising opportunities that may go home. Also, if you know of any fundraisers that we could do, we would greatly appreciate your input. If your business would like to be a corporate sponsor, let us know as well.

Thank you for your continued cooperation and support. We feel that communication between parents and teachers is vital to the success of the students. Feel free to call us at the school to discuss your child’s progress or if you have any questions about homework.  We look forward to working with you!

Sincerely,

The Fourth Grade Teachers


Mrs. Cowart - - - - Mrs. Bennett - - - - Mrs. Dial - - - - Mrs. Hickson - - - - Mrs. Gruver
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